Mrs. Verhoef’s 3rd Grade Parent Handbook
2006-2007

Welcome to a new school year!! I am so excited to work with your children this year! We will be exploring God’s world through many new and exciting experiences. Although I may not see some of you as often as I see your children, you are still a big part of our classroom. I want you to feel that you are a key player in our child’s education, which is why it is important that you are familiar with the way our classroom operates. Quality education is a team effort and I would like to start off this year by introducing you to some of our classroom details. 
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Specials Schedule
Mondays:  Art  11:00-11:40


       Music  2:05-2:40 
  
Tuesdays:  P.E.  8:30-9:05
Wednesdays:  Computer  9:05-9:45



  Music  10:15-10:50


  Accelerated Reader Prize Store Open 2:30-3:00 every other week, 




beginning in October
Thursdays: Library (time yet to be determined)

Fridays:  P.E.  2:00-2:35
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Classroom Rules and Procedures


We discussed our list of rules as a class today, and they all focus around these general guidelines: 

1. Respect God.

2. Respect others.

3. Respect the property of others.

4. Respect yourself.


Talk with your child and see if he/she can remember any of the rules that he/she contributed to our class list. (
Classroom Behavior


Because our room operates much like a team, our actions affect the entire group. It is important that the classroom environment remains one that is conducive to learning for all students. In order to maintain that atmosphere, students need to be reminded and aware of their behaviors. I manage this with the school-wide behavior system. This system uses color cards to monitor behavior. Each day, every student begins with a GREEN CARD. If a student misbehaves, the card for that student is changed to YELLOW, which signals a warning has been given. If misbehavior continues, a RED card is given and the student stays inside ten minutes at recess. If the student misbehaves again, he/she receives a BROWN card which results in a visit to the principal or counselor’s office and a phone call home. More serious behaviors, such as name calling, fighting, or direct respect of authority will result in a visit to the principal’s office immediately. 


Citations are a new school-wide policy this year. Minor offenses of the rules will be given a note to be sent home, signed by the guardian, and returned the NEXT DAY. These are for small offenses, particularly on the playground, or for tardiness. Major offenses will result in students staying after school until 3:40. Too many minor citations can also add up to a major citation. Hopefully you won’t have to deal with these. (

This year, to encourage positive behavior and organization with homework, I will be handing out “money” (tickets) to students on a weekly basis. Everyone will receive a given amount at the beginning of the week. However, if a student has not turned in the required homework, returned his/her yellow folder, or behaved appropriately in class, he/she will receive fewer tickets or possibly even owe the teacher tickets. Students will have the opportunity to spend their money at our classroom auctions (held at the end of each semester). More information on the auctions and how parents can help to come!
Curricula and Communication
*Parent Note: The Verhoef Weekly will come home on MONDAYS in the homework folder. Be on the lookout for this as it contains a lot of important classroom information (about homework, upcoming events, etc.). It can be viewed on-line as well. To find it, go to www.redlandschristianschool.org, “faculty and staff,” and select my homepage. 
*Homework folder: This yellow folder comes home each Monday, or first day of the school week. In one of the two pockets, the HOMEWORK pocket, will be the Verhoef Weekly, the math/reading record sheet for the week (explained below), and study guides for Bible, social studies, and science tests. Third grade is a year in which we focus on learning how to study for tests, and the time invested in this learning process will greatly benefit your child in the years to come. The second pocket, the CORRECTED WORK pocket, will contain your child’s corrected papers. Please review these with your child. Finally, please sign and date the sheet glued outside the folder to let me know that you received the papers and return the empty folder with your child each TUESDAY. Doing this will earn tickets for the classroom auction! 
*Communication: Third grade is a grade in which students have more responsibility and homework. In order to help students develop good homework habits, I will send home a sheet on Mondays with the newsletter indicating what assignments have/have not been turned in by your child. Please send this sheet back the next day with the yellow folder so that I know you have received the report. 
*Important slips: Throughout the year, I will send home green-colored half-sheets of paper regarding behavior problems. These are sent out if a student receives a brown card or frequent red cards. They need to be returned to school signed the following day.


Peach-colored slips will come attached to papers/tests that were poorly done (D+ or lower) and they also need to be signed and returned the following day. Look for these in the homework folder. 
*Spelling: The spelling curriculum we use at RCS is slightly different than most spelling curricula. Through a variety of language and writing activities, students think about how words are put together and what sounds different spelling patterns make. Each week, there will be a main skill we focus on during these activities, and in addition to the words that students spell on Friday, they will take a short skill test each week. This is part of the spelling grade. This skill is practiced at school and on the weekly spelling homework sheet which is due on Thursdays.

In addition, there is a core list of spelling words that students are expected to spell perfectly in third grade. These are called “no excuse” words. Each week, I will list five “no excuse” words in the Verhoef Weekly. This list will continue to grow until all the “no excuse” words are learned. Once the words are added to the “no excuse” list, students are expected to spell them correctly the rest of the year.

I would recommend keeping a 3-ring spelling binder in which to keep spelling tests. Reviewing the words that students misspelled is an essential part of becoming a better speller. 
*Memory Work: Memory work will be due every Friday. Students will receive the assigned memory work at the beginning of the week in their folders home. The due dates will be listed, and I will put a reminder about memory work in the weekly classroom letter, The Verhoef Weekly. I would appreciate it if you would help your child work on these verses daily so he/she is prepared to say the verse well, including the scripture reference, on the assigned date. Remember that the goal of memory work is future reference, not just to recite it on the assigned date. 

*Math: A small amount of daily homework is required in our curriculum. The homework is an extension/review of what was done in class. Please look over your child’s homework and make sure that it is done completely and correctly and is returned the very next day. Unfinished work is done at recess the next day. **PLEASE NOTE: Many students may finish their work in class, but it is very easy to make mistakes. I strongly encourage students to bring their work home so that any mistakes are caught and corrected before students are required to do so during recess the next day. Students will be expected to fix mistakes in class, so the more parents are able to check over homework papers, the less time students will spend in class/recess fixing mistakes. 

*Math flashcards/Reading minutes: As part of the homework, I ask that students review their math facts, addition and subtraction at first, and multiplication and division later in the year, for 40 minutes each week. You can use flashcards, computer games, or other methods as long as it brings mastery. Reading minutes, however, should add to 60 minutes for the week (at their reading level, not too easy and not too hard). These minutes will be important as students will need to complete “outside” (not done in the classroom) book reports throughout the year. (More info. at the parent night) The time spent should be logged on the homework sheet that comes home in the homework folder. This homework sheet is due each Monday. Late sheets should be turned in ASAP, because they are marked down one letter grade for each day late and will receive NO CREDIT after one week. This significantly affects the reading/math grade!
*Accelerated Reader: This is the first year that this reading incentive program is available to third grade at RCS! Please see the letter from the administration regarding this program. In third grade, AR is encouraged, but students will not be required to read a certain number of books for the first half of the school year. Mrs. Miersma and I will determine what to do for the second half of the school year when it comes. For a list of books included, please go to www.redlandschristianschool.org and click on Janine Hornback, the school librarian, to find a complete list.

*Alpha Smarts (Keyboarding): Third grade is the year students begin to practice keyboarding (typing) skills. We use Alpha Smarts (small keyboards that keep track of students’ typing performance) in the classroom and will practice our skills daily. It is important that students work on these skills at home as well and turn in a signed record of their homework practice minutes on Mondays. A packet with more information will be coming home soon. 
*Oral Paragraphs: (This will begin after the Alpha Smarts are finished.) One of the ways in which I plan to help your child improve his/her reading skills this year is to assign an Oral Paragraph. I will take this from one of the stories we read during the week. This selection will be sent home on Monday. I will write down a time goal that should be worked toward as he/she practices this paragraph at home. It would be super if each child would be able to reach that goal, but I realize that some students may find that impossible, even with daily practice. I will be happy to see a large improvement even if the goal is not reached. Students will read the paragraphs to me or another adult helping out in our classroom. I will send home the results of how they did in the Monday folder. 


By assigning these selections, I hope to improve these skills: 

1. Learn to recognize new vocabulary words and know their meanings.

2. Learn to recognize sight words accurately.

3. Learn to improve speed and fluency.

4. Learn to use expression and proper sentence-phrasing (stopping at periods, commas, etc.).

*Book Orders: Orders from Lucky, God’s World, and Trumpet will come home periodically. To place an order, I’ll need to have at least $15 worth of books ordered (seldom a problem). Orders are due on Friday. Please pay with a check written to the proper book club. Thank you!
*Vacations/Absences: Please inform me of any vacations your family is planning in which your child will be pulled from school at least a week in advance. The earlier I know, the more I can prepare for him or her. However, it is difficult for me to know all that he or she will miss while absent, and it is the responsibility of the student and parents to complete the work. Some work may need to be completed upon returning to school as well. The school-wide makeup work policy is that students have the number of days that they are gone to makeup the work. (ie. If a student is gone one day, he/she has one day to get homework in before it is marked down one full letter grade. If a student is gone two days, he/she has two days to get it in before being marked down.)

The school day begins at 8:25 a.m. for pledges. If students are not in the line, they will be considered tardy, which is a minor citation. 
*V.I.P. (Very Important Person): Every student will have the opportunity to be the very important person for a week. During this week, students have the opportunity to bring in a poster with pictures about themselves to display on the V.I.P. bulletin board. When it is their week, they may come in at 8:20 A.M. (no earlier, please) before school on Monday morning to put their poster on the bulletin board. Students may also bring in special items (a favorite toy, award, etc.) from home to share with the class. (However, please keep in mind that in bringing items to school, there is the possibility that things might become damaged of lost.)

Other Details

*Hot lunch, pizza, and burritos: Hot lunch will begin next week. It is served on Tuesday, Wednesday, (new this year!) and Thursday. The price is $2.50 per meal for third grade. Parents need to purchase a meal card for their child and the card is good for ten hot lunches. I will hold onto the card for your child so that it is less likely to get misplaced, and on the days that your child would like hot lunch, the student will get the card punched. Once the ten lunches are used up, it is the parent’s responsibility to go purchase a new card for the child. Please watch the Home Bulletin each week for the menu.


Cuca’s burritos and enchiladas are sold on Mondays for $2.00 (bean and cheese) and $2.50 (bean, rice, and cheese). Check the Home Bulletin for specific prices for different items. 

Pepperoni pizza will be sold by the slice on Friday mornings. Students will bring their cash to class and order right away in the morning. The count must be in by 8:45, so if you are late, bring a lunch.

*Water bottles: Students are encouraged to take a water bottle with a secure top to school to have at their desks. However, please do not freeze the water bottle the night before as it will sweat and leave puddles on the desk. 
*Sharing school supplies: Any supplies that you send to school with your child run the risk of being lost or broken. My rule on sharing is that you be willing to share with everyone or no one at all. 

*Birthday parties: I ask that birthday parties not be discussed at school. Please send out invitations in the mail rather than delivering them at school Even the sneakiest means of passing out invites are detected by students who may not be invited. 

*Sharing food: My policy is that students do not share food with classmates unless someone has forgotten his/her lunch. Trading and sharing often leads to unnecessary problems and arguments. 


I am anticipating a great year! Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns regarding any area of school or stop by our classroom. My email is the following: kverhoef@redlandschristianschool. I FREQUENTLY check my email each day. Otherwise, you may call me at school at 793-5172 ext. 308. Between 7:30-8:00 a.m. and 3:15-3:45 p.m. are the best times to reach me. In the case of emergency, you may contact me at home at 794-6776. Thank you for taking the time to familiarize yourself with our classroom!

Please return this portion to school by FRIDAY.

Thanks! (
I have read the handbook, including rules and procedures and give my support.
Signed (parent)___________________________________

I have read the classroom rules and procedures and will abide by them.

Signed (student)__________________________________
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