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August 2011

Dear Parents,

I hope you all had an excellent summer, and that you are ready and refreshed for a new school year at Redlands Christian!  I look forward to meeting all of you soon, but I wanted to let you know a little bit about myself, and what we have planned in 7th and 8th grade English this year.  
As you may know, my name is Emily Huffman—a transplant from Iowa where I attended Dordt College.  There, I received my Bachelor of Arts in Language Arts/Secondary Education, along with a minor in Speech/Theatre.  My husband, Brady, and I spent some time in various locations before moving to Redlands this summer.  Life has certainly been an adventure with God’s hand in every new step we take, and I am eager to continue that adventure here in Redlands.  
Although we just moved, we have found the people to be as inviting as the beautiful land itself.  The welcome we have received has been a blessing, and I look forward to returning that blessing as we work together this year.  Below you will see an overview for the 7th and 8th grade English classes, as well as my expectations for the class.  I know you value your child’s education, as do I, and I would love to communicate with you often.  If you have any concerns, comments, or questions, please let me know.  You may email me anytime at EHuffman@redlandschristianschool.org or call me at RCS, ext. 320.  
Blessings,
Emily Huffman 

Class Overviews 

7th Grade Class Overview 

In 7th grade, we break the English class down into two parts: English/Lit on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday; and Writing on Tuesday and Thursday.  Although the students still receive one grade for English, it keeps us accountable as we dissect the many areas of English. 
In the English class, we focus mostly on literature.  We start the year off with several short stories in the textbook, but soon move on to various novels, including The Outsiders and A Christmas Carol.  Throughout the year, students will also be tested on Spelling and Vocabulary during these class times.   
In the 7th grade Writing class, we spend the majority of the year studying grammar.  The students will also have a chance to incorporate the grammar they have learned and practice as they write several papers during the year, such as expository and narrative writing.
8th Grade Class Overview
Similar to 7th grade, the 8th grade English class is also broken down into two parts: English on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday; and Writing on Tuesday and Thursday.  The students still receive one grade for their English class as a whole, but are given ample time to work on all the Language Arts Skills.
In the English class we focus on literature, starting the year with several short stories from the textbook, and then moving on to full novels.  We will tackle various literature pieces, including Night, The Giver, and A Midsummer Night’s Dream.  We will also set aside time to improve spelling and writing, on which the students will be tested.   
The 8th grade Writing class spends the majority of the year improving their writing in various ways.  We will spend time on grammar—learning new and reviewing old.  The students will be expected to incorporate the grammar into the various genres of writing we study.   
Expectations and Consequences

1) Be Honest—Lying and cheating will not be tolerated.  This includes plagiarism.  Plagiarism will be reviewed on an individual base.  However, most often, if an assignment has been plagiarized, the students must redo the assignment for credit and will receive a detention.  If students are caught cheating, all involved will receive lower grades.  The parents will also be contacted in these situations.

2) Be Respectable— Students must respect me, other teachers, other students, and others’ property as well.  They must show respect not only in speech, but also in actions and attitude.  This includes asking permission before students get out of their seats.  Students must wait until the teacher dismisses class to get out of their seats, not immediately leave when the bell rings.  Students are also expected to use the bathroom during breaks; however, if there is an emergency, the student must wait until the teacher is finished teaching and then may raise his or her hand for permission.  Finally, students may only bring water bottles to class—no food or any other type of drink is acceptable.
3) Be Prepared and on Time—Students must come to class ready to work.  They must bring their notebook and journal, sharpened pencils, textbook, homework, and any other required material.  Students must be in the door by the time the bell rings.  If students are late or unprepared, they will receive a punch in the punch card, in which the teacher keeps track.  If students receive 4 punches in 1 quarter, they will receive a detention, and their parents will be notified. 

4) Be Responsible—Students must follow directions, listen in class, and complete homework.  If students are absent, they are responsible for collecting homework and making up quizzes.  As soon as class begins, students must work immediately on their journal work, which is a writing assignment on the board each class period that introduces the day’s subject material.  

If there are any minor offences from those listed above, the student will receive a punch in his or her punch card, as explained above. 
If the case is more severe or continuous, the student may be asked to leave the classroom.  Students who are excused from the classroom will also receive a call home to the parents.  

Students with incomplete assignments will not only receive a punch in their punch card, but will also be referred to the Middle School ZAP program at lunch or study hall (see the RCS Student Handbook for a complete explanation of the ZAP program). 
